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Roll up your sleeves: Kids’ turn arrives for COVID- " shots 


By LINDSEY TANNER AP 
Medical Writer 

Hugs with friends. Birthday 
parties indoors. Pillow fights. 
School children who got 
their first COVID-19 shots 
Wednesday said these are 
the pleasures they look for- 
ward to as the U.S. enters a 
major new phase in fight- 
ing the pandemic. Health 
officials hailed shots for kids 
aged 5 to 11 as a major 
breakthrough after more 
than 18 months of illness, 
hospitalizations, deaths 
and disrupted education. 
Kid-sized doses of the Pfizer- 
BIONTech vaccine cleared 
two final hurdles Tuesday 
— arecommendation from 
CDC advisers, followed by 
a green light from Dr. Ro- 
chelle Walensky, director 
of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

At a Decatur, 


Geor- 


gia, pediatrician's office 
Wednesday, 10-year-old 
Mackenzie Olson took off 
her black leather jacket 
and rolled up her sleeve as 
her mother looked on. 

"| see my friends but not 
the way | want to. | want 
to hug them, play games 
with them that we don't 
normally get to," and have 
a pillow fight with her best 
friend, Mackenzie said af- 
ter getting her shot at the 
Children's Medical Group 
site. With the federal gov- 
ernment promising enough 
vaccine to protect the na- 
tion's 28 million kids in this 
age group, pediatricians’ 
offices and hospitals be- 
gan inoculating children, 
with schools, pharmacies 
and other locations plan- 
ning to follow suit in the 


days ahead. 
Continued on next page 
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Continued from Front 

Brian Giglio, 40, of Alex- 
andria, Virginia, brought 
his 8-year-old son Carter 
in for vaccination at Chil- 
dren's National Hospital in 
Washington, D.C., where 
kids with underlying condi- 
tions were given first dibs. 
The boy has Type 1 diabe- 
tes that puts him at risk for 
complications if he were to 
become infected. 

"Carter is the last in our 
house to get vaccinated 
and he was always the 
one that we had the most 
concern about," Giglio 
said. "And so today Is like a 
hallway pass for us to be- 
gin living life again and we 
couldn't be more thankful 
to everybody that's been 
involved in this process to 
helping us feel that free- 
dom that we feel today." 
Carter said he can't wait to 
leave masks behind once 
he's fully vaccinated, so 
he can smell the things he 
used to be able to smell 
without It. 

"I'm ready to trash it," he 
said, though the CDC still 
recommends masks — in 
schools and indoor public 
spaces where virus acfiv- 
ity is high, even for the fully 
vaccinated. 

Cate Zeigler-Amon, 10, ar- 
rived with her mom and 
was first in line Wednesday 
for a drive-through vaccli- 
nation at Viral Solutions in 
Atlanta. The girl bounced 
aground the car in excite- 
ment before the © shot, 
which she broadcast live 
on her computer during 
morning announcements 
at her elementary school. 
Afterward, Cate said she 
was ‘very, very, very excit- 
ed and very happy,” look- 
ing forward to hugging her 
friends and _ celebrating 
her birthday indoors next 
month "instead of having a 
freezing cold outside birth- 
day party." 

Hartford Hospital in Con- 
necticut vaccinated seven 
youngsters Tuesday night, 
minutes after CDC's direc- 


———— 


tor gave the OK, and three 
more early Wednesday. 
Mostly staffers’ children, the 
kids were waiting on stand- 
by for the CDC announce- 
ment, said Eric Arlia, senior 
oharmacy director for Hart- 
ford HealthCare in Con- 
necticut. 

One girl squeezed her eyes 
shut and a little boy barely 
flinched as they got their 
shots and other waiting kids 
applauded, local media 
video showed. 

It feels like another impor- 
tant step on the journey to 
being able to vaccinate as 
many people as we can 
and put the pandemic to 
an end,” Arlia said. 

The vaccine — one-third 
the dose given to older 
children and adults and 
administered with kid-sized 
needles — requires two 
doses three weeks apart, 
plus two more weeks for 
full protection. That means 
children who get vaccinat- 
ed before Thanksgiving will 
be covered by Christmas. 
"The timing before winter 
holidays is very fortunate," 
said Dr. Jennifer Shu, whose 
Children's Medical Group 
office in Decatur, Georgia, 
began vaccinating | first 
thing Wednesday. "This age 
group will be able to soend 
holidays with friends and 
family more safely than 
they have been able to 
since the start of the pan- 
demic." 

Sarah Kerr's two. children, 
ages 6 and /, are Shu's 
patients and she hopes to 
get them vaccinated by 
week's end. Her kindergart- 
ner son has a chromosome 
disorder, receives special 
education and would be 
at risk for severe illness if he 
got infected, Kerr said. 

"My son, who can't wear ad 
mask and has been fully de- 
pendent on those around 
him to protect him, it will 
give him a line of defense," 
Kerr said. "My daughter has 
had to sit out on some so- 
cial things because we've 
had to be so careful for his 
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sake. She's been so under- 
standing but it has been 
hard on her." 

Thousands of pediatricians 
ore-ordered doses, and 
Pfizer began shipments 
soon after the Food and 
Drug Administration's de- 
cision Friday to authorize 
emergency use. Pfizer said 
it expects to make 19,000 
shioments totaling about 
11 million doses in the next 
several days, and millions 
more will be available to 
order on a weekly basis. 
Authorities said they ex- 
pected a smooth roll- 
out, unlike the chaos that 
plagued the national roll- 
out of vaccines for adults 
nearly a year ago. 
Walgreens planned fo start 
kids' vaccinations on Satur- 
day and said parents could 
sign up starting Wednes- 
day online or by calling 
1-800-Walgreens. CVS was 
also accepting appoint- 
ments online and by phone 
at select pharmacies start- 
ing Sunday. 

Many locations planned 
mass vaccination events 
in coming days. And while 
many pediatricians’ offices 
were expecting strong de- 
mand at least initially, al- 
most two-thirds of parents 
recently polled by the Kai- 
ser Family Foundation said 
they would either wait or 
not seek out the vaccines 
for their kids. 

Hannah Hause, a Colora- 
do mother of four children 
ages 2, 5, 7 and 8, is among 
those not in any rush. She's 
vaccinated but wants 
more time to see how the 
child vaccines play out 
and are studied in the larg- 
er childhood population. 
"It's not studied long-term. 
lt just makes me nervous 
because that's my whole 
world," she said of her chil- 
dren. 

"As long as | can wait, | will 
wait, she said. 

Walensky said she under- 
stood parents’ fears but 
said "we've taken the time 
to get this right." She said 


clinical trials in children 
showed "no severe events: 
associated with the vac- 
cine. 

"The benefits of this vac- 
cine so much outweigh the 
risks of COVID Itself,” Walen- 
sky told "CBS Mornings” on 
Wednesday. 

Government authorities 
said pediatricians and fam- 
ily doctors, whom parents 
depend on to give routine 
childhood — vaccinations, 
could help build trust. 

Dr. Ada Stewart, a Black 
family physician in Colum- 
bia, South Carolina, works 
at a clinic for underserved 
patients that has been 
giving COVID-19 shots to 
adults and teens and said 
she's ready to add younger 
children to the mix. She's 
seen the toll the virus has 
taken on them — not just 
in family illness and death 
but with school disruptions, 
slipping grades and men- 
tal strain. School closures 
throughout the pandemic 
have disoroportionately 
burdened children of color, 
widening academic gaps 
and worsening mental 
health, according to data 
presented Tuesday to CDC 
advisers. That data showed 
more than 2,000 COVID-re- 
lated school closures in just 
the first two months of the 
current school year. Advo- 
cates say getting school- 
aged kids vaccinated will 
reduce those disruptions. 
But Stewart thinks demand 
for kids' shots will be mixed. 
"Because many of my pa- 
tients are Black, Indigenous 
and people of color, I've 
seen the full soectrum," 
from parents eager to get 
their children vaccinated 
to those who are more hes- 
itant "because of a history 
of mistrust in the medical 
community," said Stewart, 
past president of the Amer- 
ican Academy of Family 
Physicians. 

Her message to both is 
the same: "Vaccines work, 
they're safe, they're effec- 
tive and they save lives," 
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she said. 

A Pfizer study of 2,268 chil- 
dren found the vaccine 
was almost 91% effective 
at preventing symptomatic 


COVID-19 infections. The 
FDA examined 3,100 vac- 
cinated kids in concluding 
the shots are safe. 

Some skeptics have ques- 
tioned the need for kids to 
get vaccinated since they 
are less likely than adults 
to develop severe CO- 
VID-19. But with the delta 
variant, they get infected 
and transmit "just as read- 
ily as adults do," Dr. Antho- 
ny Fauci said at a recent 
White House briefing. In- 
fected kids have contribut- 
ed to the U.S. toll — almost 
46 million infections and 
more than 740,000 deaths. 
Since the pandemic be- 
gan, at least 94 children 
aged 5 to 11 have died 
from COVID-19, more than 
8,300 have been hospital- 
ized and over 5,000 have 
developed a serious inflam- 
matory condition linked 
to the coronavirus. Black 
and Latino youngsters and 
those with chronic condi- 
tions are among the hard- 
est hit. 

But while some health 
authorities say minorities 
should be over-represent- 
ed in COVID-19 vaccine 
studies because they are 
disoroportionately  affect- 
ed by the virus, nearly 80% 
of kids in Pfizer's study were 
white. 

Black youngsters totaled 
6%, Latinos 21%, Asians 
6% and less than 1% were 
American Indian or Alaska 
or Hawaii natives. 
Kye'vontay Jordan, 7, who 
is Black, has diabetes and 
his shot at Children's Na- 
tional in Washington, D.C.., 
gave his dad peace of 
mind. 

"Now | can sleep not wor- 
rying about him going to 
school," said Brian Jordan. 
"Being exposed fo the 
coronavirus could really af- 
fect him and mess him up." 
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Sears becomes Virginia's Ist female lieutenant governor 


By MATTHEW BARAKAT As- 
sociated Press 

FALLS CHURCH, Va. (AP) — 
Republican Winsome Sears, 
who returned to Virginia 
politics after an absence 
of nearly two decades, has 
become the first female 
lieutenant governor and 
the first woman of color to 
win statewide office in Vir- 
ginia. 

Sears defeated Democrat 
Hala Ayala in Tuesday's 
election. Ayala also would 
have been the first woman 
of color to hold statewide 
office if she had won. 

The Republican rocketed 
out of political obscurity 
earlier this year when she 
won the GOP nomination 
on the strength of a cam- 
padign photo in which she 
posed holding a military 
rifle. 

A former Marine, Sears had 
a brief stint in electoral poli- 
tics 20 years ago as a One- 
term delegate in the Gen- 
eral Assembly, representing 
parts of Hampton Roads. 
Her return to politics after 
a two-decade absence 
began when she served 
as national chairperson 
for Black Americans to Re- 
Elect President Trump. 
Sears will succeed Demo- 
crat Justin Fairfax, who un- 
successfully ran for gover- 
nor. The marquee election 
Tuesday was the guber- 


natorial race, which Re- 
publican candidate Glenn 
Youngkin won, defeating 
former Democratic Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe. 

Early Wednesday, Sears 
stood with her family in 
front of cheering supporters 
at a victory party in Chan- 
tilly, saying, "What you are 
looking at is the American 
Dream. 

Throughout the race, Sears 
also highlighted her back- 
ground as a Jamaican 
immigrant, campaigning 
against illegal immigration 
and rejecting the notion 
that the nation is plagued 
by systemic racism. 

‘In case you havent no- 
ticed, | am Black and | 
have been Black all my 
life," she said. "But that's not 
what this is about. What we 
are going to do Is we are 
now going to be about the 
business of the cCommon- 
wealth. We have things to 
tend to.’ 

She said she will work to 
fully fund historically Black 
colleges and implement 
Youngkin's agenda. 

"He's going to get rid of alll 
kinds of taxes," she said. 
During the campaign, Aya- 
la criticized Sears for refus- 
ing to say whether she had 
been vaccinated against 
the coronavirus. Sears ridi- 
culed mask mandates dur- 
ing the primary. 


Sears won despite being 
badly outgunned financial- 
ly — reports showed Ayala's 
campaign more than dou- 
bled Sears in fundraising, 
with $6.4 million raked in by 
Ayala, compared with $2.6 
million for Sears. 

Sears’ role as a tiebreaking 
vote in a closely divided 
state Senate has become 
even more important after 
Tuesday's results. Republl- 
cans won the governor's 
mansion, and the GOP is 
also claiming that it has re- 
gained control of the House 
of Delegates, though sev- 
eral key races are still Too 
early to call. 

If Republicans do gain con- 
trol of the House, the only 
thing blocking them from 
total control of state gov- 
ernment is a narrow 21-19 
Democratic advantage in 
the state Senate. Senators 
are not up for reelection 
Until 2023. If Republicans 
can pick up just one centrist 
Democrat on key pieces of 
legislation, Sears could be 
the tiebreaking vote to en- 
sure passage. 

Democrats have been par- 
ticularly concerned about 
abortion legislation. Ayala 
made supporting a wom- 
an's right fo an abortion a 
key issue in her campaign, 
noting that the Senate is 
already an even 20-20 split 
on the Issue. That's because 


Democrat 


Joe Morrissey 
has voted against some 
legislation that would have 
expanded abortion rights 
in the state. 

sears has long opposed 


abortion, something she 
links to her Christian faith. 
"I'm a Christian first, and a 
Republican second. | don't 
want to hear about your 
economic policies and 
youre going fo build the 
country if we have fo kill 
babies along the way,’ she 
told an interviewer in 2019. 
For attorney general, Dem- 
ocrat Mark Herring was 
seeking a third term against 
Republican Jason Miyares, 
a delegate from Virginia 
Beach. Herring would be 
the first attorney general to 
win a third term since World 
War Il. The race was still too 
early to call. 

Miyares, the son of a Cu- 





ban immigrant, declared 
victory early Wednesday, 
saying he is now the first 
Latino to be elected state- 
wide in Virginia. 

"| can't wait to go to work 
with Governor Youngkin 
and Lieutenant Governor 
Sears for you," Miyares said. 
Herring had not conceded 
defeat as of Wednesday 
afternoon. 

Jurisdictions throughout 
the state reported high 
turnout, with roughly 3.3 
million ballots tallied by 
3 a.m. Wednesday. That 
greatly exceeded the 2.6 
million ballots cast in the 
last gubernatorial election 
in 2017, which itself was a 
high turnout year. The turn- 
out in 2017 was in part a 
backlash to Donald Trump's 
2016 election. Democrats 
swept all three statewide 
elections in 2017.L) 





Virginia Beach OKs $568 million bond to fend off rising seas 


By BEN FINLEY Associated Press 

Voters in Virginia Beach have approved one of 
the larger bonds in the U.S. to pay for infrastruc- 
ture projects to guard against rising seas and 
intensifying hurricanes, suggesting that more 
Americans are finally willing to soend tax dollars 
to adapt to climate change. 

Tuesday's "yes' vote earned nearly 73% support 
in the coastal city of about 450,000 people, ac- 
cording to unofficial results from the Virginia De- 
partment of Elections. 

"The script flipped on this a few years ago 
throughout coastal Virginia," said Skip Stiles, ex- 
ecutive director of Wetlands Watch, a Virginia- 
based environmental group that partners with 
local governments on climate change Issues. 
"Everybody now Is going, ‘Hmmm, | think we 
better deal with this. There's something going 
on here, and It's not just one of these periods of 
bad storms,” Stiles said. 

The $568 million bond will fund anything from 
elevating roads to the closing a 100-acre 
(40-hectare) city golf course to collect storm 
water. There are also plans for more water 
pumping stations to reduce flooding. 


Property taxes are expected to rise by $115 to 
$171 a year fora home of median assessed val- 
Ue, city officials say. 

The land in Virginia Beach is sinking and the 
seas are rising at an alarming rate. Since 1960, 
sea levels have risen by nearly a foot (0.3 me- 
ter). And they're likely to rise by 1.5 feet to 3 feet 
(0.5 to 1 meter) over the next half-century. 
Much of Virginia Beach sits on low coastal 
plains. Water can drain slowly into tidal rivers 
and tributaries, sometimes with nowhere to go 
during heavy rains and high tides. 

IN 2016, 1,400 homes and businesses flooded 
following weeks of rain that culminated with 
the remnants of Hurricane Matthew. Homes 
that are miles from the city's beaches on the 
Atlantic Ocean and Chesapeake Bay were in- 
Undated for the first time as drainage systems 
became overwhelmed. 

Similar weather events preceded bond issues 
passing in other cities. 

For instance, the Houston area passed $2.5 bil- 
lion in bonds to pay for flood-control projects 
in 2018, a year after Hurricane Harvey. In 2017, 
Miami voters approved nearly $200 million in 


bonds to pay for flood-control measures the 
wake of Hurricane Irma. 

The flood-control projects in Virginia Beach 
could help the city avoid up to $8 billion in loss- 
es to flooding as well as associated economic 
impacts in the coming decades, according to 
a report from Old Dominion University. The losses 
would be equivalent to about a quarter of Vir- 
ginia Beach's gross domestic product — or its 
total output of goods and services. 

"As flooding becomes more prevalent, insur- 
ers will raise premiums, refuse Coverage and at 
some point exit Virginia Beach entirely," eco- 
nomics professor Robert McNab told The Asso- 
ciated Press last week. 

"Businesses will have more difficulty in moving 
goods to market and, of course, residents will 
have more problems moving around the re- 
gion." 

But the bond in Virginia Beach will not put an 
end to the city's flooding woes. The money will 
cover only a third of what's needed overall to 
protect against 1.5 feet of sea-level rise, said 
John Moss, a city councilman who was a large 
force behind the referendum.) 
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Murphy, Ciattarell nearly tied in New aida governor race 


By MIKE CATALINI Associ- 
ated Press 

TRENTON, N.J. (AP) — Dem- 
ocratic Gov. Phil Murphy 
and Republican Jack Ciat- 
tarelll on Wednesday were 
locked in what amounts To 
a tie in the New Jersey gov- 
ernor's race, with both can- 
didates buckling up for a 
close finish likely to be con- 
tested by the loser. 

The Associated Press has 
not yet declared a winner 
in the contest, which was 
too early to call. But Mur- 
ohy had a lead of less than 
Qa percentage point in in- 
complete results as county 
elections officials contin- 
ued to count ballots. 

The closeness of the race 
has surprised experts, who 
watched public polls show- 
ing Murphy leading com- 
fortably and looked to his 
party's registration advan- 
tage of more than a million 
voters. 

If you asked anybody sev- 
eral months ago within the 
state, | think anyone would 
have predicted a_ high 
double digit landslide for 
Murphy," said Ashley Kon- 
ing, director of the Eagle- 
ton Center for Public Inter- 
est Polling. 

New Jersey does not have 
an automatic recount law, 
but the candidates are 
permitted to request one. 
The party that wants a re- 


= 


count has to file a suit in 
State Superior Court in the 
counties where they want 
to contest tallies. That has 
to be done within 17 days 
of Election Day. 

By Wednesday morning, It 
was clear the results of the 
elections delivered bad 
omens for Democrats, with 
Republicans capturing the 
Virginia governor's seat. 
Headwinds facing Demo- 
crats, like President Joe 
Biden's falling approval 
ratings and congressional 
Democrats struggles fo 
enact their agenda didn't 
factor heavily enough into 





some experts’ pre-election 
analysis, said Ben Dworkin, 
the director of Rowan Uni- 
versity's Institute for Public 
Policy & Citizenship. He 
counted himself among 
them. 

The close result also reflect- 
ed exasperated voters, 
who were looking for an 
outlet to vent, he added. 
‘If youre frustrated with 
just your life right now, CO- 
VID requirements, your job, 
your business, the cost of 
living, then this was your 
first chance to express your 
frustration,” he said. 
Murphy's campaign cen- 


tered on the progressive 
agenda he _ shepherded 
through the Democrat-led 
Legislature in his first term, 
delivering on promises like 
hiking the minimum wage, 
taxing millionaires and le- 
galizing recreational mari- 
juana, among others. 

But the tug of political his- 
tory was on the governor's 
mind. 

No Democrat has been re- 
elected governor of New 
Jersey since 1977, and the 
party opposite the presi- 
dent's has won the seat go- 
ing back more than three 
decades. Unlike experts, 


he grasped that the race 
could be close, saying he 
was running as if he were 
the underdog. 

| mean history has proven 
that this could be a very 
fickle year in terms of polli- 
tics," Murphy said in arecent 
interview with The Associ- 
ated Press. "The New Jersey 
election is overwhelmingly 
either a referendum on or 
a reaction to the presiden- 
tial that just came before. | 
think we can all agree that 
was the most Unusual presi- 
dential we've ever seen. 
How it impacts us? | do not 
know. But | know if adds 
more volatility, more uncer- 
tainty, yet another reason 
for us fo run like we're 10 
points down and that's ex- 
actly what we're doing.’ 
Ciattarelli, too, was pre- 
paring for a close race. His 
sookesperson said Wednes- 
day that the campaign 
was focused on counting 
votes. 

In the run up to the elec- 
tion, he reminded voters 
during one rally that Re- 
oublican Tom Kean Sr. won 
the governorship by a nar- 
row margin in 1981. 

"It's OK if it's close because 
as we say in sports a win Is 
a win. But let us not — let 
Us not — wake up on the 
morning of Nov. 3 and 
have lost by 1,797 votes," 
Ciattarelli said. L) 





Voters say 


MIAMI BEACH, Fla. (AP) 
— Last call could come 
three hours earlier in Miami 
Beach, where a majority of 
voters fed up with nighttime 
violence chose "Yes" fo roll- 
ing back the 5 a.m. closing 
time for alcohol sales. 

The voter referendum was 
held Tuesday in response 
to increasingly raucous 
crowds and public drink- 
ing in the South Beach en- 
tertainment district, where 
tension has been bubbling 
for years as party crowds 
grew from a few weekends 
into. a year-round pres- 
ence. 

It worsened during the pan- 
demic when city officials 
closed the main drag to 
vehicles and allowed res- 
taurants to offer more out- 
door seating along Ocean 


Drive. 

The city imposed an 8 p.m. 
curfew during spring break, 
when more than 1,000 
people were arrested. But 
it wasn't entirely clear how 
much support such meoa- 
sures had among citizens 
in a city that depends on 
tourism. 

Mayor Dan Gelber, who 
oushed for a 2 a.m. closing 
time, also won reelection 
on Tuesday. He declared 
victory for both campaigns. 
"This is what our residents 
want," Gelber said. He 
called the earlier limit to 
alcohol sales a first step to- 
ward repositioning South 
Beach's entertainment dis- 
trict as a ‘live, work, play" 
area with new housing, of- 
fices and cultural soaces. 
The city's commissioners 


had agreed to a tempo- 
rary restriction of early- 
morning alcohol sales in 
South Beach last summer. 
Now city staff must devel- 
op legislation to codify the 
referendum. Gelber said 
he expects Commissioners 
TO support such measures 
now that voters have spo- 
ken. 

In 2017, voters rejected a 
similar proposal for a 2 a.m. 
alcohol sales ban on South 
Beach's Ocean Drive, the 
Miami Herald reported. 
Exemptions are possible — 
Gelber said he would be 
open fo letting bigger ho- 
tels with security staffs con- 
tinue serving alcohol until 5 
Gumi 

Critics said the earlier cutoff 
would cost the city millions 
without stopping crime. 


South Beach club own- 
ers poured $675,000 into a 
failed campaign fo kill the 
referendum, the newspa- 
per reported. 

"Today's non-binding straw 
poll was an attempt at mis- 
direction by leaders who 
have failed to stem the 
growing problems of crime 





‘yes' to early closing time for South Beach bars 


on Miami Beach," said a 
statement from Citizens for 
a Safe Miami Beach, which 
plans to "oppose solutions 
that do nothing to solve 
crime, but will cost 4,100 
local workers their jobs, in- 
crease property taxes, and 
cut tens of millions of dollars 
from city revenues."} 
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Ukrainians protest 


By YURAS KARMANAU Associated 
Press 

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — More than a 
thousand people blocked several 
streets in the center of the Ukraini- 
an capital Wednesday, protesting 
against COVID-19 vaccine certifi- 
cates and state-imposed restric- 
tions aimed at halting the spread 
of the coronavirus. 

The protesters, mostly women and 
young people, didn't wear masks 
and held up signs reading "Say No 
to COVID Passports", "Say No to 
COVID Genocide" in front of the 
Ukrainian parliament building in 
Kyiv. 

The rally comes in response to re- 
strictions that require teachers, 
government employees and other 
workers to get fully vaccinated by 
Nov. 8 or have their salaries sus- 
oended. 

Last week, Ukrainian authorities 
also started requiring proof of vac- 
cination or negative COVID-19 
test results for people boarding 
airplanes, trains and long-distance 
buses. 

The measures come as Ukraine re- 
ports a record-high level of new in- 
fections and deaths from the coro- 
navirus. 

Authorities have mainly blamed 
the surge on widespread public re- 
luctance to get vaccinated. Ukrai- 
nians can freely choose between 
the Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, As- 
traZeneca and Sinovac vaccines, 
but just about 17.1% of the 41-mil- 
lion population has been fully vac- 
cinated, which is Europe's second- 
lowest rate after Armenia. 

‘| don't want to participate in an 
experiment on myself, but | am 
deprived of the right to choose," 
said Tamara Ustinova, 35, a teach- 
er from Mariupol. "The authorities 
force Ukrainians to get vaccinat- 
ed, creating unbearable condi- 
tions, but the danger of genetic 
mutations is much greater than the 
harm from COVID." 





The police did not interfere with 
the rally, which was supported by 
ex-lawmaker Nadiya Savchenko 
who was detained at an airport a 
few weeks ago with a fake vacci- 
nation certificate. 

“The authorities will only aggravate 
the situation further,” Savchenko 
said at the rally. "You have the right 
to move freely around the country, 
this is everyone's right." 

Savchenko and the protesters held 
several prayers in front of the par- 
liament building. The government 
says that some denominations op- 
pose vaccination, and false rumors 
about vaccines containing micro- 
chips, causing gene mutations or 


against vaccination as 
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infertility are circulating among be- 
lievers. 

New government regulations and 
restrictions have soawned a boom- 
ing black market for counterfeit 
documents. Fake vaccination cer- 
tificates are selling for the equiva- 
lent of $100-300, and there have 
been reports of a fake version of a 
government digital app with fake 
certificates already installed. 
Authorities have opened 1,065 
criminal cases over the distribu- 
tion of fake certificates involving 
80 doctors and 35 travel agencies. 
Police have blocked 40 websites 
that offered fake certificates. 
Parliament has proposed to make 


Sy id 


COVID cases soar 


- Ln 
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the use and production of fake 
certificates a separate criminal of- 
fence, punishable by up to three 
years in prison or a fine of about 
$6,460. A bill to that effect has al- 
ready been supported by lawmak- 
ers in the first reading on Tuesday. 
"The anti-vaccination spirit Quick- 
ly disappears in intensive care, 
and fake certificates do not work 
there," Health Minister Viktor Lyas- 
hko said at a briefing. "Calls not to 
get vaccinated are, in my opinion, 
a mockery of our doctors and fam- 
ilies who have lost their relatives." 
In total, Ukraine has reported 
2,979,086 coronavirus cases and 
69,447 deaths.L] 





Egypt's leader orders government to move to new capital 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's president on Wednesday 
ordered his administration to start moving its 
offices next month to a sprawling new admin- 
istrative capital in the desert outside Cairo, a 
spokesman said. 

President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi has directed the 
government to begin a six-month trial period of 
working from the new complex starting Dec. 1, 
according to his sookesman, Bassam Radi. 

The $45 billion city is biggest of the mega-proj- 
ects el-Sissi has launched since taking office in 
2014. It is being built on 170,000 acres about 28 
miles (about 45 kilometers) east of Cairo and 
nearly twice its size. It is planned to house 6.5 
million people. 


Critics have called the new capital a vanity 
project, arguing its cost could have been bet- 
ter put to rebuilding the wrecked economy and 
refurbishing Cairo. 

But the government has argued that the new 
capital is needed to absorb the booming pop- 
ulation of Cairo, which will double to 40 million 
by 2050. The president also said that the new 
capital, and other projects ranging from new 
roads and housing complexes to a Suez Canal 
expansion, attract investors and create jobs for 
the country's more than 100 million people. 

The city will house the presidency, Cabinet, 
Parliament and ministries. Planners promise a 
21-mile-long public park, an airport, an opera 


house, a sports complex and 20 skyscrapers, 
including Africa's highest, at 345 meters (about 
1,132 feet). The state-run Al-Ahram daily report- 
ed that the government had planned fo relo- 
cate 52,300 government employees to the new 
capital by mid-2020, but its plans were delayed 
by the coronavirus pandemic. 

El-Sissi said earlier this year that moving the gov- 
ernment to the new capital would "herald a 
new ear of modern government work." He was 
referring to advanced technology used to build 
government offices there. 

The shift of the seat of power outside Cairo will 
be the first since the Muslim conquest in the 7th 
Century.) 
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Myanmar court denies bail for US journalist, adds new charge 


BANGKOK (AP) — A court 
in Myanmar on Wednes- 
day rejected the bail appli- 
cation of Danny Fenster, an 
American journalist jailed 
for the past five months, 
and added da new charge 
against him, his lawyer said. 
Fenster had already been 
charged with incitement 
for allegedly spreading 
false or inflammatory infor- 
mation, an offense punish- 
able by up to three years in 
prison. He Is also charged 
with violating the Unlaw- 
ful Associations Act for al- 
leged links to illegal opposi- 
tion groups, which carries a 
possible two-to-three year 
prison term. 

His lawyer, Than Zaw Aung, 
said a new charge of vio- 
lating immigration law was 
added Wednesday, under 
a catch-all provision that 
calls for a prison term of six 
months to five years for vio- 
lating visa conditions. 

The court's actions come 
during a visit fo Myanmar 
by Bill Richardson, a former 
U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations. He said he 
ison a mission to discuss hu- 
manitarian aid to strife-torn 
Myanmar with leaders of 


its military-installed govern- 
ment. 

Myanmar has been mired 
in violence and civil unrest 
since the military seized 
power In February, ousting 
the elected government of 
Aung San Suu Kyi. Protesters 
against the takeover who 
faced beatings, shootings 
and arrests have turned 
increasingly to armed resis- 











tance, and insurgents are 
active in many parts of the 
country. 

Richardson's visit raised 
hopes that he might seek 
Fensters release because 
he is known for his past ef- 
forts to gain the freedom 
of Americans detained in 
countries with which Wash- 
ington has poor relations, 
such as North Korea. 


i | 
i | 
| ed | 


The United States is high- 
ly critical of army rule in 
Myanmar and has_ insti- 
tuted diplomatic and eco- 
nomic sanctions targeting 
its military leadership. 

Fenster, managing editor 
of the online news magoa- 
zine Frontier Myanmar, was 
detained at Yangon Inter- 
national Airport on May 24 
as he was about to board 
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a flight to go to the Detroit 
area in the United States 
to see his family. It is still un- 
clear why he was arrested, 
though the charges involve 
his work at his previous em- 
ployer, another online news 
service, which he left in the 
middle of last year. 

His lawyer said his applica- 
tion for release on bail on 
the sedition charge was re- 
jected Wednesday by the 
judge, who said if is not al- 
lowed under the law. 

Than Zaw Aung also said 
he cross-examined seven 
prosecution witnesses on 
Wednesday for the incite- 
ment and unlawful asso- 
ciation charges, including 
police and airport security 
personnel. 

He did not provide details 
of their testimony. 

The hearings at the court 
at Yangon's Insein Prison, 
where Fenster is jailed, are 
closed to the media and 
the public. The defense has 
not yet presented its case. 

The judge ruled Wednes- 
day that the court will hold 
sessions every weekday 
Starting this Friday in order 
to expedite the trial, Than 
Zaw Aung said.) 





Officials tell AP that lran seized Vietnamese oil tanker 


DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — Iran seized a 
Vietnamese-flagged oll 
tanker in the Gulf of Oman 
last month and still holds 
the vessel, two U.S. officials 
told The Associated Press 
on Wednesday, revealing 
the latest provocation in 
Mideast waters as tensions 
escalate between lran and 
the United States over Teh- 
rans nuclear program. 
One of the officials said 
that lran's powerful para- 
military Revolutionary 
Guard troops took control 
of the MV Southys on Oct. 
24 at gunpoint. U.S. forces 
had monitored the seizure, 
but ultimately didn't take 
action as the vessel sailed 
into lranian waters. 

A motive for the seizure re- 
mains unclear. Officials at 
the Vietnamese Embassy 
in Washington did not im- 
mediately resoond to a 
request for comment. Ship- 
tracking data analyzed by 
the AP from Marinetraffic. 


com showed the vessel still 
off Iran's southern port of 
Bandar Abbas on Tuesday. 
The two USS. officials sooke 
on condition of anonymity 
as the information had yet 
to be made public amid 
ongoing attempts fo restart 
talks over lran’s tattered 
2015 nuclear deal with 
world powers. Negotia- 
tions have stalled in Vienna 
since the election of hard- 
line President Ebrahim Raisi 
in June, allowing Iran to 
oress ahead with its nuclear 
program and raising alarm 
in Western capitals. Iran's 
top nuclear negotiator said 
last week that talks would 
resume in November, but 
didn't provide a specific 
date. 

The officials sooke to AP 
after Iranian state televi- 
sion offered a series of con- 
tradictory reports about a 
confrontation between the 
Guard and the U.S. Navy's 
Mideast-based 5th Fleet. 
State TV sought to cast the 


incident as an act of Ameri- 
can aggression against Iran 
in the Gulf of Oman, with 
the U.S. Navy detaining a 
tanker carrying Iranian oil 
and the Guard freeing it 
and bringing it back to the 
Iskamic Republic. 

The U.S. officials dismissed 
lran's version of events. Teh- 
ran also did not provide de- 
tails of the ship's name, nor 
any explanation of why the 
Navy might target it. Iran's 
mission to the United Na- 
tions did not immediately 
resoond to a request for 
comment. 

The deluge of Iranian 
claims came as the Islamic 
Republic prepared to mark 
the 42nd anniversary of the 
1979 takeover of the USS. 
Embassy in Tehran, which 
triggered the 444-day hos- 
tage crisis and bred de- 
cades of acrimony. 

lranian officials heralded 
the ship's impoundment 
as a heroic act, with Raisi 
lauding the Revolutionary 


Guard on Twitter. The coun- 
try's oil minister, Javad Owji, 
thanked the Guard for "res- 
cuing the Iranian oil tanker 
from American pirates." 
State TV released footage 
showing an lranian — sur- 
veilance drone monitor- 
ing a hulking red tanker in 
the Gulf of Oman. Heavily 
armed Iranian comman- 
dos then rappelled onto 
the boat from a helicopter 
as small soeedboats sur- 
rounded the vessel and an 
lranian catamaran ship pa- 
trolled the waters. 

The status and makeup of 
the Sothys’ crew wasn't im- 
mediately known. A ship- 
ping database showed the 
vessel's last registered Own- 
er as OPEC Petrol Transpor- 
tation Co., a firm with a Ha- 
nol address. A telephone 
number for the Company 
could not immediately be 
found. 

lran's seizure of the Southys 
would be the latest in a 
string of hiiackings and ex- 


plosions to roil the Gulf of 
Oman, which sits near the 
Strait of Hormuz, the narrow 
mouth of the Persian Gulf 
through which a fifth of alll 
traded oil passes. 

The U.S. Navy blamed Iran 
for a series of limpet mine 
attacks on vessels that 
damaged tankers in 2019, 
as well as for a fatal drone 
attack on an Israeli-linked 
oil tanker that killed two 
European crew members 
earlier this year. Just a few 
months ago, Iranian hi- 
jackers stormed and brief- 
ly captured a Panamoa- 
flagged asphalt tanker off 
the United Arab Emirates. 
Tehran denies carrying out 
the attacks, but a wider 
shadow war between Iran 
and the West has played 
out in the region's volatile 
waters since then-President 
Donald Trump withdrew 
the U.S. from Iran's nuclear 
deal in 2018 and imposed 
crushing sanctions on the 
country. LJ 
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By SYLVIA HUI Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — England's deputy 
chief medical officer said Wednes- 
day that too many people believe 
the pandemic Is over, warning that 
the U.K.'s very high coronavirus 
rates and rising deaths mean that 
there are "hard months to come in 
the winter." 

Jonathan Van-Tam also said he 
was worred that increasing num- 
bers of deaths showed infections 
were "now starting to penetrate 
into older age groups." 
Coronavirus "rates are still very high 
at the moment. They are higher 
than in most of Europe," Van-Tam 
told the BBC. "We are running quite 
hot. And, of course, it's of concern 
to scientists that we are running this 
hot this early in the autumn sea- 
son.” 

| personally feel there are some 
hard months to come in the winter 
and it's not over," he added. 

The British government reported 
41,299 new COVID-19 cases and 
217 deaths Wednesday. The coun- 
try recorded Its highest daily death 
toll since February - 293 - on Tues- 
day. 

While new cases have been drop- 
ping from around 46,000 a day in 
October, infection rates in Britain 
are still much higher than in most 
of Europe. 

Van-Tam said the drop in case 
numbers mainly reflected the 
ebbing of a surge recently seen 
among teenagers. He warned that 
while hospital admissions have pla- 
teaued and total numbers of pa- 
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tients in hospitals have slightly gone 


down, the overall picture was still 
WOITYING. 

"This could be a pause before things 
go up, it could be the very first signs 
that things are beginning to stabi- 
lize but at a high rate," he said. "But 
my worry is that the deaths are in- 
creasing and that shows that the 
infection is now starting to pene- 
trate into those older age groups." 
The U.K. got a head-start in rolling 
out its vaccination program, and 
most adults have been fully inocu- 
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lated. A eerie shot is being of- 
fered to millions, including every- 
one over 50. But the government 
has been cautious about vac- 
cinating teenagers and younger 
people, authorizing jabs for healthy 
children between 12 to 15 years 
old only this September. 

Jeremy Brown, a member of the 
government's. vaccination advi- 
sory committee, said it was "far too 
early" to follow the lead of the Unit- 
ed States in vaccinating children 
11 years old and under. 
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& subject to change without prior notice. 





Prime Minister Boris Johnson's Con- 
servative government lifted almost 
all coronavirus restrictions in July, 
including mandatory face cover- 
ings and social distancing require- 
ments. Nightclubs and crowded 
venues were allowed fo fully open 
and the work from home advice 
was scrapped. 

Authorities have resisted calls to re- 
impose restrictions like mandatory 
mask-wearing, and are instead re- 
lying heavily on vaccines to keep 
infections down.) 





France bids ‘adieu’ to Merkel, awards her Legion of Honor 


BEAUNE, France (AP) 
German Chancellor An- 
gela Merkel was feted by 
France on Wednesday in a 
special farewell ceremony 
honoring her leadership 
and partnership. 

French President Emman- 
uel Macron was to award 
Merkel with the Great Cross 
of the Legion of Honor as 
part of her "adieu" visit to 
the historic Burgundy town 
of Beaune. 


Macron and his wife Brigitte 
joined Merkel and her hus- 
band Joachim Sauer for 
a visit to the Hospices de 
Beaune, a medieval hospi- 
tal that is now a monument 
renowned for its museum 
and surrounding vineyards, 
and for a piano recital at 
the Vougeot Chateau. 

The event is also seen as 
a gesture of friendship be- 
tween France and Germa- 
ny, long-time foes whose 


partnership is at the heart 
of the European Union. 
Macron Is the fourth French 
president to hold office 
since Merkel took power in 
2005: 

Merkel is leaving office af- 
ter 16 years in power. The 
three parties that hope to 
form Germany's new gov- 
ernment say they aim to 
have the country's next 
chancellor in place in early 
December.) 
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PALM BEACH — For the pre-opening of 
the gelatissimo bus, gelatissimo hosted a 
“draw your own gelato bus”competition 
among the youth. The marketing team 
contacted SKOA to have ten participating 
elementary schools from each district (St. 
Paulus School, St. Franciscus College, St. 
Dominicus College, Maria Goretti College, 
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Colegio Laura Wernet Paskel, Rosario Col- 
lege, Colegio Cristo Rey, St. Anna School 
and Paso Pa Futuro) and of the ten schools 
that participated, four schools, eight win- 
ners, were selected to join a celebratory 
event hosted at Gianni’s Ristorante Italiano 


and the Gelatissimo bus. 
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During the event, the students received complimentary 
gelatos and pizza, face painting, beverages and a sur- 
prise performance by none other than our beloved artist, 
Jeon. The event was a roaring success, and the students 
truly enjoyed the festivities and left feeling entertained. 





After the pre-opening festivities for the students, the Ge- 
latissimo Bus officially opened Its doors for the public with 
the cool new after dinner dining concept at the forefront. 
The dual-level gelatissimo bus offers indoor and outdoor 
seating options for gelato-diners. 


Upon arrival, gelato-diners are welcomed and served by 
a friendly host, then have the option to dine upstairs with 
a beautiful view overlooking the Palm Beach strip or next 
to the bus on the plaza. 

The gelatissimo bus also offers various gelato goodness 
on its menu, from popsicles to sandwiches, bon bons, var- 
lous gelato flavors served in cones or cups with delicious 
toppings of your choice, coffee or fea and other bever- 
age options. 

The gelatissimo bus is definitely the newest must visit after 
dinner option for something sweet with its welcoming en- 
vironment, chic décor, nightly live entertainment option 
from local and international artist, indoor and outdoor 
dining option with views to match, right in the heart of the 
Palm Beach Strip, open daily from 5PM — 11:30PM.) 





Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would like to por- 
trait you! By inviting you to send us your favorite vacation 
picture while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me Is ....... Send your 
picture with that text (including yourname and where you 
are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. Isn't that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? Please do note: By submitting 
ohotos, text or any other materials, you give permission to 
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Soeed Printers 
and any of Its affiliated companies to use said materials, 
as well as names, likeness, etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and 
Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our free news- 
paper, we strive to make you a happy reader every day 
again.) 
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Fundashon Stimami Sterilisami suspends 
it sterilization campaign for 2021 


ORANJESTAD — For years 
Fundashon Stimami Ster- 
ilisami has been serving 
the community by helping 
in reducing the number of 
suffering and abandoned 
dogs and cats on our is- 
land. With help of its con- 
tributors, Stimami Sterilisa- 
mi sterilized approximately 
26.397 dogs and cats be- 
tween 2016 and 2021. All 
this at a cost of over Awg. 
3 million. 


However, with a heavy 
heart, we regret to inform 
that our funds have been 
depleted. Our sponsors 
are unable to make donoa- 
tions this year and Aruba 
Bank’s donation of Awg. 
10.000 and Mr. Ewald Bie- 
mans, owner/CEO of Bucu- 
ti & Tara Beach resort and 
President of Stimami Steril- 
sami foundation, personal 
donation of Awg. 100.000 
is not sufficient to continue 
any longer. 


Now more than ever the 
efforts of this foundation 
are necessary seeing that 
there are more and more 
poets on the streets aban- 
doned and without own- 
ers. Sterilization is the most 
effective and compassion- 
ate method to reduce the 
numbers of stray dogs and 
cats. Without sterilization 
a cat is able to give birth 
to 62 kittens in a year and 
dogs up to 28 puppies, this 
will make all the hard work 
this foundation has been 
doing throughout the years 
IN VAIN. 


“We tried doing as much 
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as we could this year and 
we looked everywhere on 
how to get funds, but unfor- 
tunately expense continue 
and no funds received,” 
says Biemans. 


For that reason, as of June 
15th, 2021, Fundashon Sti- 
mami Sterilisami had to 
take the hard decision to 
susoend its activities un- 
til new funds are received 
from past and future con- 
tributors for the national 
campaign of sterilization of 
pets. 


“This decision truly saddens 
Us and we hope to recoup 
our sponsors soon so that 
we may continue with our 
national — sterilization — ef- 


forts,” says Biemans. 


Fundashon Stimami. Steril- 
isami Is GQ non-profit organi- 
zation that uses 100% of its 
donations to offer partial or 
full subsidy for the steriliza- 
tion procedure for house 
oets and strayed pets. Do- 
nations are extremely im- 
portant for this foundation 
in order to continue its pur- 
pose. 


For more information go 
to Wwww.stimamisterilisami. 
com.) 


For donations: 

Fundashon  stimami_ steril- 
isami 

Aruba Bank 6012630190 
Swiftcode: ARUBAWAX 


Everyday triple points 
ORCHID CASINO 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 
for you and your party. 
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Totally sanitized table and chips. 


Bas RESERVE your Private Table 
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Aruba Living Today, real estate mediation: 
We believe in building a connection 
and constructing a future 


NOORD — “My goal was to do real estate in a different 
way when | established this company June 1st 2009. 
Not from the perspective of only selling, but to look for 
the perfect match between dream house and client. 
My philosophy is: it will only work when all involved 
are happy and connected by that personal touch,” 
says Randolph Arends, owner of Aruba Living Today. 
Together with his business partner Berend Prenger and 
a dedicated team they practice what they preach: 
mediation in Real Estate with a high service level. “1 
am proud to state that so far all of my clients stayed 
with us. | am not selling a fairytale, in ten years of 
course there were challenges too but it is about how 
you handle those. It’s like with family, you stick to- 
gether with ups and downs. But the love is there.” 


Services offered by Aruba Living Today are House 
and Land Sales, Rentals, Investments, Property Man- 
agement, Vacation Rental, Mortgages, Insurances, 
Maintenance, Assist in Arrangements for Notary and 
Utilities, Guiding Bureaucracy Process and Assisting in 
Import of Furniture. Berend is also a certified Appraisal 
within the Dutch Kingdom meaning he does your ap- 
oraisal report that is accepted by all banks and he de- 
livers within three days. “This definitely soeeds up the 
orocess of buying,” he says. This different approach of 
real estate is what sets Aruba Living Today apart and 
is also the reason why Randolph calls himself a prop- 
erty mediator instead of a real estate broker. “The 
oOersonal touch Is essential fo me. | am stepping aside 
of the image that real estate brokers are only in for the 
commission. This image does not fit me at all, | am in 
for my passion and | can only do this from the heart.” 


Testimonials 

What better way to reinforce his words than sharing 
some of the amazing testimonials Aruba Living Today 
received from their clients. We made a selection for 
you because we lack space to publish them alll. 


J. 1987 

“Randolph and his team helped us immensely to find 
our dream home on Aruba. Their service is excellent, 
before and after buying the house. His office also 
heloed us with financing the property. 

Finding the perfect home is the goal, but what | found 
just as important during the whole process is Ran- 
dolph's integrity. He really looks at what you need, 
doesn't make false claims and also advices you cor- 











rectly when it is not in his own interest. This makes you feel valued and in good 
hands.” 


vanmullem1 

“Without any doubt the best real estate agent on the island! Randolph heloed out 
buying our property on the Island, representing us as a buyer. The guy knows the iIs- 
land and most people in Aruba what Is a great help. His affer sales goes way beyond 
expected and included services like helping getting connected to water, electricity 
and gas. If needed he can help you find renters for your house and managing it, 
again with the same service and transparency. Summarizing, the guy and his com- 
pany are our eyes and ears on the island if we are not there.” 


Debora Zywusko 

“My husband and | have been coming to Aruba for 30 years and have dreamed 
about owning our own home in Aruba. | was referred to Randolph from Aruba Living 
Today. | am a Realtor myself in the US for 38 years, so finding the right Realtor was 
the key. Randolph and his team has made this process a piece of cake. His integrity 
and honesty has made him a success, always available when we called or wanted 
to meet. Not only is he our Realtor, but a new lifelong friend!!! Be sure to call him.” 


Frank Stolp 

“Aruba Living Today is probably the best real estate agent on the island. Randolph 
and his team arranged long term rental houses for us, communication with them 
is always correct and they respond quickly. Absolutely recommend Aruba Living 
Today!” 


Linda Kandel 
“THE BEST! No other way to describe the way | was treated aft this company. ABOVE 
AND BEYOND any expected services. 5 star all the way! Don't hesitate.” 


The door is open 

Aruba Living Today houses in an authentic Aruban house, welcoming you in a warm 
ambiance that emphasizes the philosophy of connecting. Candles, Buddha orna- 
ments, magazines and a homey setting form the décor for you to sit and talk about 
your dream house or investment. Aruba Living Today caters for both local and for- 
eign market divided into 40 % local buyers and 60 % foreign buyers. “Our customers 
come from Holland, Belgium, Norway, Germany, UK, Russia, Latin America, United 
States and Canada. We are widely covered and thus provable good with different 
cultures, also we speak four languages.” Besides that Aruba Living Today is open to 
every budget, they have listings for all category buyers. As a member of the Aruban 
Real Estate Association they are listed also on the website www.arubalisting.com 
within a group of 20 of the most advanced realtors on the island. Aruba Living Today 
is featured as well on television and you can find them on House Hunters, Social Me- 
dia - Aruba Living Today and of course in Aruba Today's newspaper. 


Aruba Living Today 
Tanki leendert 291, Aruba 
Tel +297 587 9987 


FOX 4297 S07 9935 
Cell +297 593 9177 
Mail info@livingtoday.aw 
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Stocks wobble on Wall Street, hovering around record highs 


By DAMIAN J. TROISE AP 
Business Writer 

Stocks wobbled on Wall 
Street Wednesday as inves- 
tors looked over another 
big batch of earnings re- 
ports from U.S. companies. 
Wall Street is also looking 
ahead to an announce- 
ment in the afternoon from 
the Federal Reserve, which 
is expected to give its out- 
look on inflation and the 
economy and also detail 
how it plans to wind down 
its monthly bond purchas- 
es. 

The S&P 500 fell 0.1% as of 
1:10 p.m. Eastern. Stocks in 
the index were roughly split 
between gainers and los- 
ers. The Dow Jones Industri- 
als fell 127 points, or 0.4%, 
to 35,925 and the Nasdaq 
rose 0.1%. All three set their 
latest record closing highs 
a day earlier. 
Smaller-company — stocks 
oufpaced the broader 
market in a sign that inves- 
tors were feeling confident 
about economic growth. 
The Russell 2000 rose 1%. It 
also set a record high on 
Tuesday. 

Industrial companies post- 
ed some of the biggest loss- 
es. Agricultural equipment 
maker Deere fell 5.1%. 





Workers at the company 
rejected a contract offer 
Tuesday that would have 
given them 10% raises and 
decided to remain on strike 
in the hopes of securing a 
better deal. 

Health care and technol- 
ogy stocks also fell. U.S. 
crude oil prices fell 3.2%, 
but energy stocks were 
mixed. 

Bond yields rose. The yield 
on the 10-year Treasury 
rose to 1.57% from 1.54% 
late Tuesday. 


Investors were handed a 
mixed bag of corporate 
report cards. Activision Bliz- 
zard slumped 15.1% after 
the maker of video games 
like "World of Warcraft" 
gave investors a_ disap- 
pointing profit forecast. Zil- 
low Group dropped 22.8% 
after the real estate web- 
site Operator reported dis- 
appointing financial results 
and said it is shutting down 
its home-flioping business. 

CVS Health rose 5.1% after 
the drugstore chain and 





oharmacy benefits man- 
ager raised its profit fore- 
cast for the year follow- 
ing a strong third quarter. 
Mondelez International 
rose 1.4% after the maker 
of Oreo cookies reported 
solid third-quarter financial 
results. 

Investors received an en- 
couraging update on the 
services sector, which ac- 
counts for the bulk of eco- 
nomic activity. The Institute 
for Supply Management re- 
ported that the rate of ex- 


pansion for the sector hit a 
record high in October. 
Investors are also looking 
ahead to the latest state- 
ment from the Federal Re- 
serve. The central bank 
will uodate Wall Street on 
its plans to begin paring its 
$120 billion in monthly bond 
ourchases that helped 
keep long-term loan rates 
low to encourage borrow- 
ing and spending. Investors 
will also be listening for any 
comments on longer-term 
plans to eventually raise 
benchmark interest rates. 
The Fed's latest statement 
comes amid persistent ris- 
ing inflation that has cut 
into corporate operations 
and raised prices on raw 
materials. 

It is also making finished 
goods more expensive, 
raising concerns about 
whether consumers will Cut 
back on spending as prices 
rise. 

The central bank and. in- 
vestors have also been 
closely monitoring the re- 
covery in the employment 
market, which has been 
lagging the broader eco- 
nomic recovery. The Labor 
Department will release its 
jobs report for October on 
Friday.) 





ltaly-Croatia fight over Prosecco name gets ready to pop 


PROSECCO, Italy (AP) — 
On tiny pockets of terraced 
terrain overlooking a bay 
shared by ltaly, Slovenia 
and Croatia, Milos Ska- 
bar Is reviving a centuries- 
old winemaking tradition 
known as Prosekar, which 
shares roots with its bet- 
ter-known bubbly cousin, 
Prosecco. 

But this humble fizzy blend, 
virtually Unknown beyond 
the Italian port city of Trieste 
where It's made on a strip of 
land between the Adriatic 
Sea and Slovenia, is caught 
Up In a dispute that's about 
to pop: The makers of Italy's 
hugely popular sparkling 
wine Prosecco are fight- 
ing to prevent Croatian 
winemakers from using the 
name Prosek for their sweet 
dessert wine. 

The handful of Prosekar 
makers hope to use their 
ties to Prosecco's _ birth- 
place, just above Trieste, 


to gain greater recognition 
for their wine but worry their 
name Is at risk, too. 
"Prosekar wine is the origi- 
nal, because if was born 
300 years before Prosec- 
co," said Skabar, survey- 
ing his vineyard with a port 
view, the hills of Slovenia a 
dark green line in the dis- 
tance. "So, if is the father of 
Prosekar, Prosecco, Prosek 
and all the rest." 

At stake in the battle ts 
not only the sanctity of 
Prosecco, the world's top- 
selling wine, but also the 
European Union's system of 
geographical designations 
created to guarantee the 
distinctiveness and quality 
of artisanal food, wine and 
spirits, defenders say. That 
market is worth nearly 75 
billion euros ($87 billion) an- 
nually — half of it in wines, 
according to a 2020 study 
by the European Commis- 
sion, the EU's executive 


branch. 

The Italian government has 
pledged to defend Prosec- 
co's name, and other mak- 
ers of protected products 
with distinct geographic 
roots, from. Italy's Parmi- 
giano Reggiano cheese to 
France's Champagne, are 
mobilizing as the European 
Commission prepares to 
deliberate on Croatia's pe- 
tition to label its niche wine 
with the traditional Prosek 
name. 

"The problem for us is not 
that these producers, who 
make a very small number 
of bottles, enter our mar- 
ket. But If is the confusion 
it could generate among 
consumers," said Luca Gia- 
vi, general director of the 
Prosecco DOC consortium, 
which promotes Prosecco 
and assures the quality of 
wines under the EU's "de- 
nomination of controlled 
origin" designation. 


Prosecco has annual sales 
of 2.4 billion euros ($2.8 bil- 
lion), most of it exported. 
"Everyone perceives the 
situation as a threat to our 
success, producer Stefano 
Zanette said, with world- 
wide buyers possibly not 
able to distinguish between 
the similar names. 

Croatia argues that the 
Prosek name and. tradi- 
tion is centuries old, pre- 
dating Prosecco's protec- 
tions in the EU system, and 
that its place as a dessert 
wine makes if distinct from 
Prosecco. 

“Consumers will not be con- 
fused by this," Ladislav llcic, 
a Croatian member of the 
European Parliament, said 
InN a recent debate. "Prosek 
should legitimately receive 
the protected denomina- 
tion of origin, and produc- 
ers should have full access 
to markets.” 

The Brussels-based  Euro- 


pean Federation of Origin 
Wines is preparing a brief 
to support Italy. It believes 
the European Commission's 
decision to hear the case 
has defied its own battle to 
get other nations and trad- 
ing blocs to recognize the 
EU's system of geographic 
designations. 

The disoute, which will be 
decided in the coming 
months, Is likely to turn on 
Prosecco's origin story, em- 
anating from the bilingual 
Italian village of Prosecco 
near the Slovenian border 
above Trieste, where wine- 
making once flourished. 

It is here, say the ethnic 
Slovene Italians who make 
Prosekar, that the grape 
known as Glera — the ba- 
sis Of both Prosecco and 
Prosekar — originated. 

But besides Common ety- 
mological roots, Prosekar, 
Prosecco and Prosek have 
little in common.) 
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DoorDash adds safety features to help 
protect drivers 


By DEE-ANN DURBIN 
DoorDash is adding secu- 
rity features to its app to 
help protect drivers. 

The San Francisco-based 
delivery company — said 
Wednesday it's partnering 
with security company ADT 
on the new features, which 
will be available to all U.S. 
DoorDash drivers by the 
end of this year. 

Under the new system, 
DoorDash drivers who are 
feeling unsafe can con- 
nect to an ADT agent us- 
ing a button in DoorDash's 
app. The agent will stay on 
the phone until the driver 
feels comfortable; if the 
driver stops communicat- 
ing, ADT will call 911. 
DoorDash Is also adding an 
emergency-assistance but- 
ton to its app, which drivers 
can swipe to let ADT know 





they need immediate help. 
ADT will contact 911 and 
then remain in touch with 
the driver via text messag- 
es. 

The enhanced safety fol- 
lows several high-profile at- 
tacks on delivery drivers. In 
March, a 19-year-old Door- 
Dash driver in Columbus, 
Ohio, was beaten after he 
got confused over an ad- 
dress. That same month, 
two Washington,  D.C., 
teens assaulted an Uber 
Eats driver with a stun gun, 
causing his vehicle to crash 
and killing him. And in Au- 
gust, a DoorDash driver was 
shot to death while making 
deliveries in Maryland. 
DoorDash isn't the first deliv- 
ery company to augment 
safety for drivers. Last year, 
Instacart added a button 
to ifs app that lets shoppers 


contact emergency servic- 
es directly if there's a prob- 
lem. The app automatically 
shares the shopper's loca- 
tion with those services. 
Ride-hailing companies like 
Lyft and Uber also have 
in-app buttons to let rid- 
ers and drivers contact 
emergency services in their 
apps. Lyft also has a part- 
nershio with ADT that was 
announced last year. 
Ronae Christensen, a Door- 
Dash driver in Los Angeles 
County and a member of 
the company's driver coun- 
cil, says she thinks the safe- 
ty buttons are a great idea. 
Christensen has driven for 
various companies, includ- 
ing Lyff and Uber, since 
June 2019, but now she 
drives exclusively for Door- 
Dash for safety reasons. 
"Being a single woman, the 
thought of having some- 
one else in here that | don't 
know leaves me _ feeling 
wide open,’ she said. 
Christensen said she has 
called DoorDash support 
once or twice because she 
felt Unsafe. The operators 
heloed her handle those 
situations, but she felt like 
they were far away, she 
said. 

"This Tool is so Much better," 
she said. ‘It's just going to 
be a very reassuring thing, 
especially as aq woman.’ 





Australia regulator demands face- 
scanning firm delete photos 


By MATT O'BRIEN AP Tech- 
nology Writer 

An Australian privacy du- 
thority has ordered facial 
recognition company 
Clearview Al to stop scan- 
ning the faces of Austra- 
lians and destroy the imag- 
es and related data if has 
already collected. 

It's the latest challenge for 
the New York startup that 
has angered privacy ad- 
vocates around the world 
over its practice of "scrap- 
ing’ photos from_ social 
media to identify people 
wanted by police and oth- 
er government agencies. 
Australian Information 
Commissioner and Privacy 
Commissioner Angelene 


Falk said Wednesday that 
the company breached 
Australians’ privacy by pull- 
ing their personal data 
from the web and disclos- 
ing It through its facial rec- 
ognition tool. 

"The covert collection of 
this kind of sensitive infor- 
mation is unreasonably 
intrusive and unfair," Falk 
said in a written statement. 
"It carries significant risk of 
harm to individuals, includ- 
ing vulnerable groups such 
as children and victims of 
crime." 

Falk's office and its British 
counterpart jointly opened 
an investigation into Clear- 
view last year. 


The Australian regulator 


said it is ordering the com- 
pany "to cease collecting 
facial images and biomet- 
ric templates from individu- 
als in Australia, and to de- 
Stroy existing images and 
templates collected from 
Australia." In this case, bio- 
metric templates are digi- 
tal or mathematical repre- 
sentations derived from im- 
ages that can be matched 
against a database. 
Clearview said Wedhnes- 
day it was appealing the 
decision and challenged 
whether the regulator has 
any jurisdiction over the 
company, which doesn't 
do business in Australia 
or have any customers 
there.L) 
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HTTA 

Time - Share Owners 

Condo and Houses 

Want to sell your property ? 
Call the expert 36 years doing 
Honest bussiness 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Resort 

Eagle Beach 

Studio WK 43 room #3205 
C-building with elevator 

10 weeks remain on contract 
Price :$4K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 

Palm beach 

Gold season 

2 bedroom , 2 bath 

Ocean View 

Price : $8 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Palm beach 

1 Bedroom 1 bath 

Week # 44 and 45 room # 706 
33 weeks remain 

Price : $ 18 K both weeks 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Tierra del sol 

Golf course 

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 

Fully furnished with a garage 
Ocean view Price :$450K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Le vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 bedroom 2bath ground floor 
$800K 

2 Bedroom 2bath 5th floor 
$800K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Coald coast 

2 bedroom 3 bath $280K 
3 bedroom 3 bath $435K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Palm beach 

Gold season 

1 Bedroom Ocean view $ 6 K 
2 Bedroom Ocean view $11K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Playa linda Beach resort 
Palm beach 

Studio week 46 room # 408 
Ocean view Price : $7 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 

1 Bedroom week #46 

Room # 2529 

Pool/ocean view 

Price : $5K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Time Share Resales + Realty 





Condo for sale 

Gold coast 

5 bedroom 3 bath 

Fully furnished 

Price : $600 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Palm beach 

Las Islas 

3 Bedroom 3 bath 

Fully furnished 

Price : $475 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

special of the weekend 

Divi Village 

Studio week 1 room # 3101 
With 33 weeks remain on the 
contract 

Price :$5500 included closing 
cost and transfer fee first year 
usage 2022 

Call: 01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214805 


! Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 


For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 


! * All inventory available 
| Visit our website : 


] | 
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How to,seach us! 
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ee 





www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www .halleyadventures.com 


Please keep 
your 
distance 












HTTA 

Dutch Village 

Eagle beach 

1 bedroom week 46 room # 71 
12 weeks remain 6 accelerted 
expire :2035 $6 K 

2 Bedroom 2 bath week 47 
room # 103 

17 full accelerated expire 2026 
$6,5 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 


johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Paradise Beach Villas 

Eagle Beach 

1 Bedroom week 45 room #304 
1 Bedroom week 47 room #214 
Garden view $ 5 K each 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 


johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle Resort 

Eagle beach 

1 bedroom week 45 and 46 
Room #1566 

Price : $5 K each 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 


johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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HEALTH 


— 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Trupiaal Tel. 583 8560 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
5927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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After 196 years, college ee snide to a Black professor 


By JANET MCCONNAUGHEY 
Associated Press 
Louisiana's oldest college is 
celebrating its first lifetime 
appointment to a Black 
faculty member, and dis- 
cussing why this racial mile- 
stone took nearly two cen- 
turies fo accomplish. 

"| think that's the million-dol- 
lar question. It's something 
| know will be highlighted 
and discussed" at Cente- 
nary College of Louisiana's 
event Thursday honoring 
the now-tenured associate 
orofessor Andia Augustin- 
Billy, college sookeswoman 
Kate Pedrotty said. 

Racism is why this took 196 
years, said school archivist 
Scott Brown. "Structural and 
institutional and systemic 
racism has been present 
ever since the college was 
founded, largely by enslav- 
ers, he said. 

This history is undeniable, 
but it's also in the past, said 
Christopher Holoman, pres- 
ident of the Methodist-affili- 
ated college in Shreveport. 
"Any institution that is as old 
as Centenary, particularly 
one in the South, must take 
account of the role that 
racism played in its history," 
Holoman said. "As we move 
forward, Centenary is com- 
mitted to full inclusion of all 
members of our Commu- 
nity and working towards a 
just society." 

Augustin-Billy, known on 
campus as ‘Dr. A-B, pro- 


nounced ‘ah-bay,' Is an 
award-winning teacher of 
French and Francophone 
Studies who leads Cente- 
nary students on trips fo 
Paris and Haiti, where she 
grew up as the daughter of 
missionaries. 

She also teaches African 
and Caribbean literature 
and postcolonial, women, 
gender and sexuality stud- 
ies to a student body de- 
scribed as 18% Black or 
Black and another race. 
That's slightly ahead of the 
national percentage of 
college-aged Blacks: 16.7% 
of U.S. residents age 18 
through 24 in 2018, accord- 
ing to U.S. Census figures. 
Zuri Jenkins, a Black senior 
majoring in international 
business, French and Eng- 
lish Who serves with Brown 
on the Diversity Committee, 
said she was both surprised 
and unsurprised when she 
was awarded tenure in 





February. 

Surprised because = she's 
seen the school pushing for 
diversity — but then there's 
Centenary's history: If was 
not only built on slavery but 
admitted only white men 
for years thereafter, Jenkins 
said. 

Centenary also wads 
among the last in Louisiana 
to integrate, admitting its 
first Black students in 1966. 
Louisiana State University 
admitted its first black law 
student in 1950 and its first 
African American under- 
graduate in 1953. Louisiana 
Tech integrated in 1965 
and Louisiana College, a 
small Baptist school, in 1967. 
Fred Bonner Il, identified by 
Brown as Centenary's first 
Black professor, agreed 
that the school is burdened 
with past racism but said It's 
"really trying to move the 
needle in a positive direc- 
tion." 


Bonner has fond memories 
of Centenary in 1997-98, 
when he was an instruc- 
tor during the last semes- 
ter of his doctoral work at 
the University of Arkansas 
and then a visiting associ- 
ate professor. At the time, 
he knew of only one Black 
student who wasnt on the 
basketball team. But he en- 
joyed weekly faculty din- 
ners, and white students 
cheered when he earned 
his PhD and told them "I'm 
Dr. Bonner now.” 

The day after she was 
awarded tenure, Augustin- 
Billy asked the archivist if 
there had been any other 
tenured Black faculty, so 
she could thank them for 
paving her way. 
‘There was no one,’ 
said. 

There dont appear to 
be any national data on 
degree-granting schools 
which have never granted 
tenure fo Blacks. 

The first two African Ameri- 
cans fo win tenure at pre- 
dominantly white schools 
did so in 1947 and 1952, ac- 
cording to The Journal of 
Blacks in Higher Education. 
But according to National 
Center for Education Statis- 
tics data, dozens of univer- 
sities and colleges have not 
reported having any ten- 
ured Black faculty mem- 
bers from 2012 to 2020. 

All but three of those 
schools had fewer than 


she 


3,000 students. Centenary 
is among the smallest, with 
current enrollment at 523 
and 54 full-time faculty 
members. Two full-time and 
one of 27 part-time faculty 
members identify as Black 
or African American, Pe- 
droitty said. 

“We dont employ a large 
number of faculty. Further- 
more, African American 
faculty are in high demand. 
We do our best to be com- 
petitive with all our faculty 
hires," Holoman said. 
African Americans made 
UD 13.3% of college stu- 
dents nationwide in 2019, 
but only about 6% of fac- 
ulty members, according 
to U.S. Education Depart- 
ment data. A study of 2003 
data showed 47% of white 
full-time faculty held ten- 
ure, Compared to 38.3% of 
Black full-time faculty, The 
Journal of Blacks in Higher 
Education reported. 
Disoutes over tenure for 
Black faculty focused this 
year on the University of 
North Carolina, which of- 
fered an endowed jourmnal- 
ism professorship to Pulitzer- 
winning journalist Nikole 
Hannah-Jones only to have 
tenure talks stall after a 
board member questioned 
her nonacademic back- 
ground and a powerful do- 
nor objected. She eventu- 
ally was offered tenure but 
took a position at Howard 
University.) 





Tupac Shakutr's life, legacy to be subject of massive exhibit 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Tupac 
Shakur's handwritten lyrics 
from classic songs such as 
“California Love" and "Dear 
Mama" along with galleries 
that pay homage fo his up- 
bringing and late mother 
are among the features in 
Qa massive touring museum 
exhibit. 

The Shakur Estate an- 
nounced Tuesday that the 
“ Tupac Shakur. Wake Me 
When I'm Free " will open 
Jan. 21 in Los Angeles. The 
exhibit is described as a 
fully immersive, thought- 
provoking Museum expe>ri- 
ence that explores the life 
and legacy of the late rap- 
per. 


Shakur, one of the most 
prolific figures in hip-hop, 
died in 1996 from gunshot 
wounds. He was 25. 

The exhibit is expected 
to spend six months in Los 
Angeles with the hopes of 
touring other cities. 

"There are thousands of 
pieces of paper, hand- 
written pieces of paper 
— which is everything from 
his lyrics to all of the songs 
and poetry that you know 
down to a grocery list for 
a birthday party," said Ar- 
ron Saxe, president of Kin- 
folk Management + Media, 
who Is working with Shakur's 
estate. Saxe has worked 
with estates for other iconic 
music artists including Otis 
Redding and Donny Ha- 


thaway. 

"The whole point of this ex- 
hibit was to not only show 
the kaleidoscopic nature 
of Tupac, but also show 
how he Is relatable," Saxe 
continued. "There are in- 
credible pieces of cloth- 
ing. This exhibit is also a mix 
of contemporary art and 
technology too. Many of 
the artifacts have never 
been seen before." 

The 20,000-square foot ex- 
hibit will showcase Shakur's 
music, poetry, wardrobe, 
activism journey and other 
items in galleries. 

One of the galleries will be 
dedicated to the rapper's 
late mother, Afeni Shakur, 
the former Black Panther 
who inspired the work of 


her son. She died in 2016. 
Saxe said Shakur's mother 
is the "guiding light" of the 
exhibition. 

"Afenit was the baddest 
Black woman to walk the 
planet," said Jamal Jo- 
seoh, the rapper's godfa- 
ther and special advisor to 
the estate, in a statement. 
"She raised awareness and 
shifted the atmosphere 
wherever she went. TUPac's 
brillance shined brighter 
than the sun. He lived and 
moved with creative - rev- 
olutionary - fearless-passion 
fueled soeed of a comet. 
Afeni and Pac challenged, 
re-imagined, and _ trans- 
formed history." 

Shakur's estate-sanctioned 
museum experience is pro- 


duced in partnership with 
Universal Music Group, 
CAA, Round Room Live 
and Kinfolk Management + 
Media. 

“Tupac Shakur was my Mal- 
colm; he was my Martin, 
and to build an experience 
that honors such a prolific 
man, cannot be summed 
Up in words," said Jeremy 
Hodges, whose firm, Project 
Art Collective, is working 
with The Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame on the creative 
portion of the exhibit. "We 
wanted to create ad memo- 
rable experience that will 
inspire you to be better 
than when you walked in, 
all while leaving you with 
the knowledge that he was 
a true revolutionary spirit." 
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Beckham excused from Browns practice, WkR's future in doubt 


By TOM WITHERS AP Sports 
Writer 

BEREA, Ohio (AP) — Browns 
quarterback Baker May- 
field was surprised — not 
hurt — by a video posted 
by Odell Beckham Jr.'s fa- 
ther that has created a rift 
with the team and could 
lead to the wide receiver's 
release. 

Beckham may be down 
to his final hours with the 
Browns, who are meeting 
with the star's reoresenta- 
tives to work out a resolu- 
tion. 

Beckham was excused 
from practice Wednesday, 
a day after Odell Beckham 
Sr. shared a video on social 
media — hours before the 
trade deadline — highlight- 
ing times when Mayfield 
didn't throw passes to the 
three-time Pro Bowler when 
he was open this season. 
The Browns may have 
made up their minds about 
Beckham, but Mayfield 
hasn't ruled out a reconcill- 
ation. 

‘| thought we had a very 
open line of Communica- 
tion going into It, so we'll 
see, Mayfield said follow- 
ing practice. "| was more 
surorised than anything (by 
the video) — as everybody 
was. We'll see going for- 


ward. 

“There's always room for im- 
provement in any relation- 
ship, so we'll see." 

Mayfield was asked if he 
could forgive Beckham. 
"Yeah," he said. "I think any 
sort of Conversation could 
go along way.: 

While it aqopears Beckham's 
release may be imminent, 
the Browns could be trying 
to see if things can be fixed. 
Mayfield has not sooken 
with Beckham, but said he 
would be willing to move 
forward with him as a 


teammate. 

‘im prepared to do what- 
ever, and if he's back, then 
we'll work through it and 
do whatever it takes," he 
said. ‘| can put my ego and 
pride to the side to win, be- 
cause that's all | care about 
is WINNING. 

"But if not, then we'll roll 
with the guys we have out 
there. And those guys will 
know that! completely trust 
them. And they'll know that 
I'm always here for them. 
And that's the leader and 
that's the type of quarter- 





back | am." 

Mayfield said he didn't take 
the video too personally, 
and can appreciate the 
elder Beckham looking out 
for his son. 
“Obviously, 
wants his son to succeed, 
Mayfield said. ‘| can't 
blame him for that. | want 
Odell to succeed. That's 
where we were af, and 
at least | thought, so that's 
all | really have about that 
one. 

Before practice, coach 
Kevin Stefanski said Browns 


naturally, he 


general manager  An- 
drew Berry was in talks with 
Beckham's representatives 
about his future. Stefan- 
ski gave blanket answers 
to questions ranging from 
whether he would be 
waived or if things could be 
fixed. 

"There's a lot of conver- 
sations that are ongoing 
between Andrew and his 
reos and lI'm sure there's 
substantive talk towards alll 
those things," Stefanski said. 
"We'll see where this goes." 
Stefanski was asked for the 
reason behind Beckham 
being excused from prac- 
Tice. 

"Just felt that was the right 
thing to do," he said. 
Stefanski said he has not 
sooken to Beckham, a 
clear sign of a@ major rift 
between the Browns and 
a controversial player with 
a history of being a distrac- 
tion. 

It's likely the Browns (4-4) 
are preparing to move on 
without the 28-year-old, 
who is under contract for 
two more seasons but Is not 
guaranteed any money af- 
ter 2021. 

The Browns are in last place 
in the AFC North and visit 
the Cincinnati Bengals (5-3) 
this week.L] 





Soler, Freeman, Correa among 160 free nc who hit market 


By RONALD BLUM AP Base- 
ball Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Freddie 
Freeman, World Series MVP 
Jorge Soler and Eddie Ro- 
sario of the champion AT- 
lanta Braves were among 
160 players who became 
freee agents Wednesday 
as an uncertain offsea- 
son started with a lockout 
threat looming. 

Houston shortstop Carlos 
Correa and Astros pitcher 
Justin Verlander, who is re- 
covering from Tommy John 
surgery, also became free 
agents. 

Other stars who hit the mar- 
ket include Corey Seager, 
Trevor Story, Max Scherzer, 
Marcus Semien, Kris Bry- 
ant, Anthony Rizzo, Michael 
Conforto and Kevin Gaus- 
man. 

About 50 additional play- 
ers are potentially eligible, 
pending decisions on op- 


tions in their contracts for 
2022. 

Free agents can negotiate 
contracts with any team 
starting Sunday evening. 
Catcher Tucker Barnhart, 
whose contract includes 
a $7.5 million club option, 
was traded Wednesday 
from Cincinnati to Detroit 
for infielder Nick Quintana. 
A decision is pending on 
Barnhart's option. 

A slow market is expected 
as teams hesitate to make 
commitments before they 
know what the sport's eco- 
nomic structure will be 
next year. The collective 
bargaining agreement be- 
tween Major League Base- 
ball and the players’ asso- 
ciation expires Dec. 1, and 
a lockout appears likely. 
Dodgers right-hander Trev- 
or Bauer, who has been 
on paid leave since July 
2 while he is investigated 


Under MLB's domestic vio- 
lence policy, can opt out 
of the remaining two years 
in his contract, which calls 
for $32 million salaries in 
2022 and '23. 

Boston designated hitter 
J.D. Martinez must decide 
ona player option as does 
Milwaukee outfielder Jack- 
ie Bradley Jr. 

San Francisco has a club 
option on catcher Buster 
Posey. 

Teams must decide by 5 
o.m. EST Sunday whether 
to make $18.4 million quali- 
fying offers to their players 
who became free agents. 
A player is eligible for a 
qualifying offer only if he 
was with the team for the 
entire 2021 season and has 
not previously received a 
qualifying offer. 

Ifa team makes a qualifying 
offer to a player who signs 
Qa major league contract 





with another club before 
the amateur draft, his for- 
mer club would receive a 
draft pick as compensation 
at the end of the first round 
or at the end of compe}ti- 
tive balance round B. The 
placement depends on 
whether the new contract 
is worth $50 million or more 
and the revenue-sharing 
and luxury tax status of the 





team losing the player. 

A free agent could be 
made a qualifying offer 
only if he had been with 
the same team continu- 
ously since opening day 
and had never received a 
qualifying offer before. 
Qualifying offers began af- 
ter the 2012 season, and 
only seven of 96 offers have 
been accepted.) 
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Ryan looking for committee approach fo fill in for WR Ridley 


By CHARLES ODUM AP 
Sports Writer 

FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga. (AP) 
— Fantasy football fans try- 
ing to figure out which At- 
lanta Falcons wide receiver 
to plug in for Calvin Ridley 
should be warned. 

The answer may change 
every week. 

With Ridley out for an indef- 
inite period of time while 
addressing mental health 
issues, Quarterback Matt 
Ryan is preparing to pass to 
multiple players in Sunday's 
game at New Orleans. 
Though Tajae Sharpe 
had five receptions in last 
week's 19-13 loss to Caro- 
lina as the fill-in for Ridley, 
Ryan isn't expecting any 
one player to have the 
lead role at wide receiver. 
"| think it's by committee," 
Ryan said Wednesday. "We 
want to get production by 
committee and try and use 
all of our guys In ways that 
can help us. We certainly 
have trust in Tajae. He's 
done a great job for us all 
year. 

It would not be a surprise 
if Russell Gage, who had 
no passes thrown his way 
against Carolina, was Ry- 
an's top option against 
New Orleans. 


It also wouldn't be a surprise 
if rookie tight end Kyle Pitts, 
who had only two catches 
for 13 yards last week, re- 
turns to the production he 
showed by topping 100 
yards each of the previous 
two games. 

Perhaps the most consis- 
tent option for Ryan has 
been running back Cor- 
darrelle Patterson, who has 
601 combined rushing and 
receiving yards this season 
with seven touchdowns. 
The only other Atlanta 


ie 


players to have aft least 
600 scrimmage yards and 
seven touchdowns through 
seven games were running 
back Devonta Freeman in 
2015 and wide receiver An- 
dre Rison in 1990. 

Patterson and = another 
running back, Mike Davis, 
each had five catches last 
week. ‘You talk about get- 
ting production from not 
only different guys at the 
wide receiver group but 
different position groups," 
Ryan said. "We're lucky we 





have versatile players, guys 
that can do a lot of differ- 
ent things. That's going to 
help us moving forward." 

Ridley was a_ last-minute 
scratch against Carolina. 

During the game, Ridley 
posted an explanation 
on his Twitter account. 
He wrote "These past few 
weeks have been very 
challenging and as much 
as I'd like to be on the field 
competing with my team- 
mates, | need to step away 
from football at this time 
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and focus on my mental 
wellbeing." 

Ridley wrote the time away 
will "helo me be the best 
version of myself now and 
in the future." He has pro- 
vided no timetable on his 
return. 

Asked Wednesday about 
Ridley's status for this week, 
Falcons coach Arthur Smith 
said "| don't know. Just like 
anyone with an injury, we'll 
get updates, we'll figure it 
out. | can't answer that be- 
cause | don't know.” 

Ridley also missed the Fal- 
cons 27-20 win over the 
New York Jets in London on 
Oct. 10 for what was then 
described only as personal 
reasons. He returned fo 
make a touchdown catch 
in Atlanta's 30-28 win at Mi- 
ami on Oct. 24. 

Now with more known 
about the reason for Rid- 
ley's time away from the 
team, the Falcons are sup- 
porting their teammate. 
When asked if he has 
reached out fo Ridley, Ryan 
said "| think that's personal. | 
think the No. 1 thing is we alll 
love and support him, wish 
him the best. Whenever it is 
that he's back here, we're 
going to welcome him 
back with open arms.'"L) 





Giants RB Saquon Barkley and 3 others in COVID 





By TOM CANAVAN’ AP 
Sports Writer 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) 
— New York Giants injured 
star running Saquon Barkley 
and two other starters did 
not practice Wednesday 
after being placed in the 
COVID-19 protocol along 
with assistant coach Burton 
Burns. 

Safety Xavier McKinney 
and left guard Matt Skura 
also did not practice be- 


cause of the virus which 
was detected on Tuesday 
after the team _ returned 
from a game in Kansas City 
against the Chiefs the pre- 
vious night. 

Because of the results, the 
Giants required all players, 
coaches, team personnel 
and management to retest 
on Wednesday. 

Coach Joe Judge said 13 
members of the organiza- 
tion tested positive for CO- 


VID-19 on Tuesday. Burns 
was the only one in that 
group who tested positive 
when retested. 

Barkley, who has missed 
the past three games with 
an ankle injury, McKinney 
and Skura were placed in 
the protocol after they test- 
ed positive on Wednesday. 
The players took a poly- 
merase chain reaction test 
after the positive test to 
detect the genetic mate- 
rial of the virus. The results 
of that molecular test will 
be known Wednesday. 
They would then be tested 
again Thursday and the 
result would determine a 
course of action. 

Safety Logan Ryan said 
players are looking at this 
as the norm for the 2020- 
2021 NFL seasons, which 
have been affected by the 
pandemic that emerged 
in early 2020. Players wear 
tracing monitors every day 


when they are at the team 
facilities and are tested of- 
ten. "When something like 
this comes up, | don't know 
how the results will come 
back. I'm not going to lose 
sleep on it. With all we ex- 
perienced last season it's 
a different type of football 
than the last couple of 
years and you have to be 
able to adjust on the fly." 
Burns, who turned 69 last 
week, and his wife are stay- 
ing in their condo, Judge 
said. He would not say 
whether the coach was ex- 
peniencing any symptoms. 
"As | told Burton, | said the 
one thing about this whole 
deal is you don't have to 
go somewhere to get If, It 
can come to you, Judge 
said. "You never know 
where It goes. So we've just 
got to do a good job of just 
staying Up on symptoms, 
reporting symptoms." 

The Giants (2-6) were sup- 


19 protocol 


posed to start practicing for 
Sunday's game at MetLife 
Stadium at 11:10 a.m. on 
Wednesday. The workout 
started around 11:45. Some 
players did not practice 
because of injuries and 
others because of the CO- 
VID-19 protocols. 
Linebacker Lorenzo Carter 
(ankle), defensive back 
Nate Ebner (ankle), wide 
receivers Kenny Golladay 
(knee), Dante Pettis (shoul- 
der) and Sterling Shepard 
(quad) did not practice 
because of injuries. 

There was a line of about 
20 players waiting to be 
tested at a trailer around 
10:45 a.m. General man- 
ager Dave Gettleman also 
showed up To be tested. 
Judge said the majority of 
Giants players are vacci- 
nated. He would not say 
how many are not. The NFL 
requires team personnel to 
be vaccinated.) 


